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S I R, 

THE  following  little  work  appearing  again, 

I think  properly  continues  to  be  addreffed 
to  you.  I am  not  unwilling  to  own,  the  improve- 
ments on  the  fubjecf  are  moftly  yours ; and  I 
hope  you  have  no  objection?  to  your  name  be- 
ing thus  prefixed,  to  what  you  are  fo  intimate- 
ly connected, 

I am,  SIR,  with  great  refpect, 

Your  molt  obliged 

And  obedient  humble  Servant, 

THOMAS  P R O S S E R. 

Lower  Brook-flreet, 

April  22,  1782. 
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THE  former  editions  of  this  pamphlet  were  particu- 
larly unfortunate.  In  the  firft  place,  though  I put 
a very  fair  manufcript  into  the  hands  of  the  printer,  it  was 
fuffered  to  come  from  the  prefs  fhamefully  full  of  errors. 
In  about  two  years  the  fecond  edition  appeared,  in  which 
the  additions  being  but  trilling,  my  publilher  kindly  ferved  his 
cuftomers  with  a duplicate ; nor  has  the  little  pamphlet  been 
fairer  done  by,  by  fuch  writers,  or  compilers,  who  have 
done  it  the  honour  of  their  notice  The  extradls  from  it  in 
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Motherly  s medicinal  DiSlio?tary , are  faulty,  (a  work  too 
of  acknowledged  merit).  There  I am  made  to  fay  and 
do,  what  I am  fure  I never  thought  of ; and  the  editor  of 
the  Cyclopedia,  now  publifhing,  has  made  fhift  to  com- 
mit a miftake  in  fo  material  a point  as,  the  adminiftering  of 
the  medicines  ; and  fuch  an  error,  in  making  an  extradl  from 
a printed  copy,  I think  inexcufable.. 

The  tranfcripts  I before  gave,  from  feveral  authors  on  the 
fubjedt,  are  here  abridged,  or  wholly  omitted,-— the  con- 
troverfy  alfo  with  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Alexander , on  the  nature 
and  effects  of  putrefaction  and  antifeptics,  is  now  dropped, 
the  difpute  being  long  ago  fettled,  and  that  gentleman  con- 
vinced. 

A plate  accurately  engraved  is  here  added,  reprefenting 
the  figure  of  the  difeafe,  in  a very  bad  cafe,  as  a neceffary, 
though  expenfive  illuflration,  of  the  fubjedt. 

The  hiftory  of  the  difeafe  remains  unaltered,  namely  ; the 
Bronchocele,  or  Derby -neck,  is  a tumor  arifing  on  the  fore 
part  of  the  neck  ; it  generally  firft  appears  fome  time  betwixt 
the  age  of  eight  and  twelve  years,  and  continues  gradually 

to 
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to  encreafe  for  three,  four,  or  five  years ; and  fometimes  the 
Iaft  half  year  of  this  time,  we  are  told,  it  grows  more  than  it 
had  for  a year  or  two  before.  It  generally  occupies  the  whole 
front  of  the  neck,  as  the  whole  thyroid  gland  is  here  en- 
larged, but  it  does  not  rife  near  fo  high  as  the  ears,  as  in  the 
. 

cafes  the  famous  Englifh  furgeon  (Wifeman)  fpeaks  of,  but 
it  is  rather  in  a pendulous  form,  not  unlike,  as  Albucafis 
fays,  the  flap  or  dewlap  of  a turkey  cock’s  neck  when  he 
is  angry,  the  bottom  being  the  bigger  part  of  the  tumor,  it 
going  gradually  lefs  upwards  : but  of  its  figure,  the  plate 
is  the  beft  illuflration,  fpeaking  in  the  general,  for  it  varies 
confiderably  in  different  cafes.  The  fpots  appearing  on  the 
neck,  in  the  plate,  are  not  to  be  confidered  as  belonging 
to  the  difeafe,  but  were  here  occafioned  by  fome  acrid  appli- 
cations, that  had  bliftered  and  marked  the  neck  in  many 
places,  I have  thought  it  a diforder  invariably  peculiar  to 
women. * Several  writers  indeed,  have  remarked  its  happen- 

ing more  frequently  to  women  than  men,  as  ‘Turner  and 
Albucafis ; but  they  feem  not  fully  fatisfied  of  this  fingularity, 
but  add,  probably,  the  drefs  of  women  may  occafion  it  to 
be  oftener  taken  notice  of. 

It 

* But  I give  way  to  Dr.  Hunter’s  opinion,  who  has  feen  a fair  cafe  of  it  in  z 
young  furgeon.  4 
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It  is  foft,  or  rather  flabby  to  the  touch,  and  fomewhat 
moveable  ; but  when  it  has  continued  fome  years  after  the 
time  of  its  growing,  it  gets  more  firm  and  confined. 

• t ^ . , r f i 

By  the  fituation  and  nature  of  the  complaint,  it  generally 

' ■ ' , • . ( ff  T 1 ‘T  I *t  'r  , 

occafions  a difficulty  of  breathing,  and  very  much  fo  upon 
the  patient’s  taking  cold,  or  attempting  to  run  or  walk  fait ; 
in  fome  the  tumor  is  fo  large,  and  fo  much  affedls  their 
breathing,  as  to  occafion  a loud  wheezing ; but  we  meet 
with  many  exceptions  to  this  general  rule.  Some  ffiall  have 
the  difeafe  in  an  aggravated  degree,  and  fuffer  but  little  by 
it  ; in  others,  though  the  enlargement  of  the  gland  is  not 
near  fo  confiderable,  yet  they  fuffer  much  more  from  it— 
in  common,  the  opulent  of  thofe,  who  have  the  complaint 
in  a confiderable  degree,  will  be  rendered  incapable  of  en- 
joying life,-— the  poor  of  getting  their  living. 

The  diforder  is  very  common  in  many  counties  in  Eng- 
land, Derbyfhire  efpecially ; where,  from  its  frequency,  it 
has  the  name  of  Derby -neck.  I have  been  informed  by  a 
gentleman  of  the  faculty,  from  Duffield,  in  Derbyfhire,  that 
there  were  near  fifty  poor  girls  affiicted  with  it  in  that 
fmall  village. 


New 
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Now  I think  all  afflicted  with  this  difeafe,  whofe  circum- 
flances  will  not  afford  a trifling  expence  to  procure  fuch  me- 
dicines for  their  relief,  as  require  no  confinement,  or  h .rdly 
any  other  reftraint  from  the  ufual  way  of  living,  fhould  be 
furnifhed  with  the  neceffary  remedies,  at  the  expence  of 
the  parifh.  Thofe,  like  myfelf,  born  to  the  fortune  of  la- 
bouring for  a livelihood,  provided  they  are  bleft  with  health, 
their  condition  may  not  be  the  worft ; but  by  the  affliction 
of  a troublefome  difeafe,  to  have  their  labour  rendered  painful 
to  them,  muft  make  their  lives  in  a degree  miferable. 

Moft  medical  authors,  that  have  faid  any  thing  of  this 
difeafe,  feem  to  make  it  a fcrophulous  complaint ; but  I think 
very  improperly,  as  people  of  as  clean  habits,  and  as  free  from 
any  other  fcrophulous  fymptom  as  can  be,  are  fubjecfl  to  it ; 
and  furely  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  boys  are  as  fubjecf  to 
fcrophulous  diforders  as  girls ; but  though  I think  its  hap- 
pening only  to  girls,  a proof  of  the  Brcnchccele  s not  being  a 
fcrophulous  diforder,  yet  I cannot  give  fo  good  a reafon  for  its 
happening  to  young  women  only,  except  their  being  of  a more 
lax  and  delicate  conftitution,*  efpecially  about  the  time  of 
its  firft  appearing  may  be  thought  fo. 

C It 

* I thought  thefe  rcafons  for  thinking  the  Bronchocele  a diforder,  not  of  the 
fcrophulous  kind,  pretty  circumftantial  •,  but,  by  many  they  are  not  accepted  ; 
others  may  be  given,  and  I am  of  opinion,  that  in  time,  all  the  inf  dels  in  this 

matter 
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It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  drain  of  an  iffue,  or  that  of 
a perpetual  blifter,  applied  on  fome  other  occalion,  has 
prevented  the  growth  of  the  Bronchocele ; the  iffue  or  blifter 
being  dried  up,  the  tumor  in  the  neck  would  increafe  fafter, 
and  upon  the  iffue’s  being  opened  again,  or  the  difcharge  of 
the  blifter,  it  would  be  fomewhat  funk ; or  however,  its  get- 
ting bigger  be  prevented. 

If  the  tumor  of  the  neck  is  but  inconfiderable  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  tnenfes , it  fometimes  by  degrees  goes  quite 
off,  and  often  this  change  in  the  conftitution  does  not  feem 
to  affedl  the  tumor  of  the  neck,  but  it  continues  to  grow 
as  before  ; and  whatever  be  the  true  caufe  of  this  difeafe, 
and  that  of  its  happening  fo  much  more  frequently  in  fome 
places  than  others,  it  feems  however,  from  the  time  of  its  appear- 
ing, and  its  manner  and  long  continuance  in  encreaffng,  ever  to 
proceed  from  the  fame  origin,  I mean  the  natural  or  fpon- 
taneous  Bronchocele ; fo  that,  however  many,  or  moft  dif- 
eafes  may  be  altered  in  futurity,  by  the  weather,  or  temper 
of  the  air,  and  numberlefs  other  circumftances  which  we 

pro- 
matter, will  become  converts.  Do  fcrophulous  fwellings  obferve  the  flow, 
gradual,  uniform,  and  great  enlargement  of  the  Bronchocele  ? Do  fcrophulous 
complaints  wait  the  time  of  appearing,  till  the  age  of  the  Bronchocele' s commonly 
fhewing  itfelf  ? 
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probably  never  can  make  ourfelves  acquainted  with,  this 
will  ever  be  the  fame,  as  to  caufe,  fubfequent  fymptoms,  and 
confequences  ; and  therefore  the  remedies,  once  proved  fafe 
and  fuccefsful,  will  ever  be  fo. 

And  as  the  great  difficulty  and  excellency  in  phyfic  is  in 
the  diftinguifhing  one  difeafe  from  another,  efpecially 
thofe  that  appear  fimilar,  though  vaftly  different  in  their 
true  nature  and  difpofition,  fo  the  medicines  that  prove 
almoft  infallible  in  that  kind  of  Bronchocele,  I have  been  de- 
fcribiog,  will  be  of  no  ufe,  in  thofe  fw^ellings  of  the  neck 
that  fometimes  happen  from  violent  flrains,  though  they  ap- 
pear fomething  like  the  natural  Bronchocele. 

And  as  phyfic  has  ever  been  efteemed,  and  no  doubt  is,  a 
matter  of  the  greateft  moment,  all  in  or  out  of  the  profeffion 
are  fond  of  excelling  in  the  fcience  ; our  greateft  folks  are 
fond  of  laying  up  with  their  choiceft  treafure  the  receipt  of  a 
fovereign  remedy,  if  it  be  but  for  kibe-heels  or  chaped  lips, 
and  in  thofe  fo  obvious  complaints,  they  can  hardly  err  in 
the  applications  of  their  remedies,  but  in  greater  or  more  in- 
tricate diforders,  to  our  advantage,  they  do  not  often  fuc- 
ceed  fo  well ; for  it  will  be  of  but  little  ufe  to  any  one,  to  be 
acquainted  with  a very  good  remedy  for  the  pleurify,  unlefs 
he  can  diftinguiffi  that  difeafe  from  flatulent  or  fpaftic  pains 
of  the  fide. 
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But  having,  1 think,  given  fuch  a defcription  of  the  natu- 
ral cr  curable  Bronchocele,  as  will  enable  any  one  to  know 
it  from  other  complaints  fomething  like  it ; I proceed  to  the 
cure,  which  when  the  difeafe  exadlly  anfwers  the  defcription 
here  given  of  it,  and  its  continuance  has  not  been  too  long, 
I think  I may  fay  will  very  rarely  fail ; and  farther  experi- 
ence. well  warrants  the  confident  manner,  I fpoke  of  fuccefs, 
in  the  firfl  publication  of  this  pamphlet.  I have  known  feveral 
completely  cured  at  very  near  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
which  was  more  than  twelve  years,  after  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  the  tumor  of  the  neck  ; but  yet,  at  that  age,  I be- 
lieve the  cure  is  uncertain ; and  beyond  it,  though  but  a 
very  few  years,  more  doubtful. 

Many,  no  doubt,  lead  miferable  lives,  under  the  almoft 
intolerable  torments  of  fome  tedious  perplexing  diford  ers,  for 
want,  of  purfuing  long  enough,  let  the  remedies  applied  be 
ever  fo  proper  and  likely,  for  them  to  receive  confiderable 
benefit,  it  is  fuppofed  no  one  can  objebt  againft  the  mede- 
cines  prepared  here  for  their  cure,  on  account  of  time, 
or  other  observations  neceffary  in  their  ufe,  when  they 
are  informed,  fix  weeks  is  generally  the  longefl  time ; and 
little  confinement,  or  hardly  any  other  reftraint  from  the 
ufual  way  of  living  is  required. 


Let 
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Let  one  of  the  following  powders  be  taken  early  in 
the  morning,  an  hour  or  two  before  breakfaft,  and  at  five 
or  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  every  day  for  three 
weeks  ; but  if  the  medicine  does  not  fit  well  on  the 
ftomach  before  breakfaft,  it  may  be  taken  between  break- 
faft and  dinner  : the  powder  may  be  taken  in  a little 
fyrup  made  of  fugar  and  water,  or  any  thing,  fo  that 
none  is  loft. 

Spong.  calcin.  *3j. 

Cinnab.  Antimon.  opt.  levigat. 

Milleped.  pp.  & pulv.  aa  gr.  xv.  m.  f.  pulv. 

After  thefe  powders  have  been  taken  for  the  time 
mentioned,  the  patient  may  omit  them  for  about  a week 
or  nine  days,  and  then  begin  with  them  again,  and  take 
as  many  more  after  the  fame  manner  ; and  alfo  at  bed- 
time, every  night  during  the  fecond  courfe  of  the  pow- 
ders, three  of  the  following  pills  are  to  be  taken  : 

* * “■  7 

R.  Pi!.  Mercurial,  ph.  nov.  Lone!.  ?fs. 
f.  PU.  n°.  48.  aequales. 

v » f k 

Thefe  medicines  generally  agree  fo  well,  that  the  pa- 
tient is  neither  troubled  with  ficknefs  nor  any  inconve- 
nience  from  their  ufe  ; nor  is  any  confinement  neceffary, 

D unlefs 
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unlefs  they  are  taken  in  fevere  weather,  and  then  it  may 
be  only  to  the  houfe,  nor  need  the  diet  be  much  regard- 
ed. Indeed,  I think  it  fufficient  that  the  medicines  be 
taken  in  a temperate  feafon,  or  rather  warm  weather, 
and  the  patient  lives  exa&ly  in  the  ufual  way,  taking 
fome  care  againft  catching  cold,  during  the  fecond  courfe 
of  the  medicines ; the  patient,  if  a fervant,  fhould  avoid 
Handing,  efpecially  at  the  wafhing-tub,  or  fuch  other  work 
that  is  done  with  cold  water. 

And  if  meat  be  eaten  only  every  other  day,  and  foft 
water  is  drank  inftead  of  malt  liquor,  it  will  not  be  the 
worfe ; nor  can  the  medicines  ever  fucceed  better  than  I 
have  known  them  feveral  times,  when  there  was  no  differ- 
ence at  all  made  in  the  way  of  living. 

If  the  pills  continue  to  purge,  after  taking  them  a 
few  days,  I before  advifed  a diminution  of  the  dofe ; but 
I think  it  will  be  better  to  omit  the  cathartic  extraSi  in 
the  preparation  of  the  mercurial  pills,  and  fubflitute  its 
weight  of  liquorice-powder , that  the  mercury  may  remain 
in  the  fame  proportion. 

In  general  it  will  be  proper  for  the  patient  to  be 
purged  twice  or  thrice  with  manna  and  falts,  or  any  gen- 
tle 
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tie  cathartic,  before  the  powders  are  begun  with.  The 
medicines  are  here  proportioned  for  an  adult  of  a good 
conffitution ; therefore,  if  the  patient  is  younger,  or  of  a 
weakly  habit,  the  dofes  muft  be  managed  accordingly. 

The  patient  is  not  to  expedf  to  find  much,  benefit  in 
a little  time ; perhaps  it  will  be  as  long  after  the  medi- 
cines are  all  taken  as  the  time  they  are  in  taking,  before 
much  difference  will  be  perceived  in  the  tumor  of  the 
neck.  It  is  necefiary  that  the  medicines  be  begun  with 
at  a proper  time,  efpecially  the  fecond  courfe ; a few 
days  fhould  always  be  difpenfed  with  on  that  account. 

As  to  external  application,  I have  never  made  ufe  of 
any,  nor  would  I advife  the  ufe  of  any,  as  I think  none 
can  be  of  much  fervice.  Many  recommended  I fhould 
fufpedt  of  doing  harm,  fuch  as  fomenting,  the  part  with 
warm  vinegar  ; which,  by  its  hardening^  the  gland,  though 
it  may  fomewhat  leffen  it,  would  render  it  more  difficult, 
if  not  incapable  of  being  quite  reduced  to  its  proper  flate. 
Some  have  recommended  the  rubbing  of  the  part  every 
morning  faffing  with  fpittle  ; and  dry  fridfion  I fhould  ex- 
pedt  would  do  as  well,  as  the  good,  if  any  is  produced 
by  this  means,  arifes  wholly  from  the  fridtion  and  pref- 
fure  upon  the  gland. 


I have 
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I have  heard  of  blifters  being  applied  with  fome  fuccefs ; 
Mr.  Potty  indeed,  cures  another  kind  of  dropfy,  ike  hydro- 
cele, with  a featon,  a kind  of  tapping  of  the  diforder. 

I have  been  informed  by  a gentleman,  whofe  informa- 
tion I think  I may  depend  upon,  that  a relation  of  his, 

a young  man  of  about  twenty-five  years  of  age,  was  cured 
of  a tumor  on  the  fore  part  of  the  neck  by  his  chewing 

tobacco.  If  it  was  fo,  and  the  chewing  tobacco  would 

cure  the  Bronchoce  e,  I think  if  another  remedy  be  known, 
that  fhould  never  be  ufed,  as  thereby  young  women  might 
get  fuch  a habit  of  quidding  as  they  could  never  leave  off. 

Tumors  of  the  neck  are  faid  to  be  very  common  in 
many  parts  of  Italy,  about  the  Alps  and  Appenmes  efpe- 
cialiy,  (as  quis  tutnidum  Guttur  miratur  in  Alpibus)  is  a 
very  old  remark.  About  Turin  alfo  they  are  faid  to  be 
frequent,  and  in  many  other  places  of  that  country,  par- 
ticularly near  the  rivers  Po  and  Doria  : but  how  far  they 
agree  with  the  tumor  of  the  neck  I have  given  an  ac- 
count of,  as  to  the  time  of  their  appearing,  and  that  of 
their  encreafing,  &c.  I have  not  been  able  to  make  my- 
felf  acquainted  with,  therefore  I have  called  the  difeafe 
here  treated  of,  the  Ensdifh  Bronchocele. 

y O 
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•I  think  it  proper  on  this  occafion  to  relate  a few 
fingular  cafes,  that  have  been  treated  in  the  manner 
here  recommended. 

A young  woman  at  Carfhalton,  in  Surrey,  fome  years 
ago,  applied  to  an  apothecary  and  furgeon  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood ; for  relief  in  this  diforder  ; from  this  gentleman 
fhe  took  many  medicines,  moldy  ftrong  draftic  doles  of 
pnyfic,  which  at  lafh  had,  feemingly,  reduced  and  impaired 
her  health  fo  much,  that  fhe  dropped  her  doctor’s  proceed  - 
ings ; but  recovering  her  health  after  a time,  unfuccefs- 
ful  as  fhe  had  hitherto  been,  fhe  became  again  defirous 
of  feeking  fome  farther  means  of  relief  from  her  trouble- 
fome  complaint ; fhe  undertook  a long  journey,  I think 
upwards  of  three -fcore  miles,  to  confult  the  jeventh  fon 
of  a feventh  fon ; fhe  bore  the  fatigues  of  the  journey, 
(in  her  own  words)  with  cheerfulnefs,  and  in  fanguine 
hopes  of  her  new  dodlor,  for  as  his  medical  knowledge 
came  to  him  by  birth-right,  fhe  had  no  doubt  of  his  be- 
ing orthodox  in  phyfic ; and  it  is  to  be  acknowledged, 
that  he  did  better  for  her  than  thofe  fhe  had  before  em- 
ployed, for  he  did  nothing  but  exprefs  his  concern  that 
file  had  come  fo  far  on  fuch  an  errand.  Some  time  after 
this,  a friend  of  mine  and  the  family’s  took  me  down 
to  fee  this  young  woman ; from  her  account  of  the  dif- 

E order. 


order,  I had  no  doubt  of  its  being  a true  Derby-neck ; 
the  tumor  was  not  very  large,  but  yet  it  was  very 
troublefome  to  her,  and  moftly  on  the  right  fide  ; and  as 
fhe  thought  I gave  her  fomewhat  more  fatisfadlion,  re- 
fpedling  her  diforder,  than  (he  had  had  before,  fhe  was 
very  defrous  of  taking  the  remedies  I propofed.  She  foon 
began  with  them,  and  they  agreed  with  her  perfectly 
well  ; fhe  had  not  the  leaf  inconvenience  from  taking 
them,  and  fhe  was  perfectly  relieved. 

Some  of  the  firft  names  in  phyjic  and  furgery  will 
bear  ample  teftimony  of  the  like  fuccefs  in  a number 
of  infances. 

The  cafes  of  two  ladies  of  confderable  rank  in  Rut- 
landfhire,  (who  fuffered  much  from  this  diforderj  are  well 
known  to  Sir  George  Baker ; he  was  confulted  by  one 
of  them,  and  a word  from  him,  no  doubt,  would  have 
fet  my  remedies  alide  in  this  lady’s  cafe ; but  fortunately 
my  credit  happened  here  in  good  hands,  (I  never  fa  v 

either  of  thefe  ladies)  : Sir  George  Baker , with  the  can- 

% 

dour  of  a truly  great  and  informed  mind,  did  not  wifh 
to  * take  from  the  utility  of  thefe  hints  and  remedies, 

and 

* Truth  and  candour  are,  doubtlefs,  much  to  be  wifhed  amongft  all  men  ; 
but  when  we  know  truth  and  candour  are  not  to  be  found  with  all  men,  nor 
yet  with  all  profejfors  in  phyfic,  I wilhed  to  do  this  juftice  to  Sir  George 
Baker's  honour  and  integrity  on  the  occafion. 
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and  the  attention  they  merited,  becaufe  they  did  not 
come  from  a great  name  in  phyfic  from  a refpectable 
authority,  he  advifed  the  medicines  here  fpoke  of,  I have 
not  heard  of  any  one  fuffering  more  from  the  complaint  than 
this  lady ; it  fo  greatly  aifectecl  her  breathing,  that  fhe 
could  not  go  up  a pair  of  flairs  without  flopping  feveral 
times  ; fhe  was  other  wife  healthy,  under  twenty  years  of 
age,  and  confequently  a fair  cafe  ; fhe  took  the  medicines 
very  punctually,  and  they  as  duly  aiifwered  her  wifhes ; 
an  overfulnefs  of  her  neck,  juft  perceptible,  ftill  remains, 
which  is  in  no  wife  troublefome  to  her;  fhe,  I am  told, 
took  a fecond  courfe  of  both  pills  and  powders,  and 
which  in  other  cafes  may  be  neceffary ; but  perhaps  this 
lady  did  not  wait  the  full  effect  of  the  medicines  file 
had  taken,  before  fhe  began  upon  a fecond  parcel,  for 
a length  of  time  is  certainly  neceffary,  as  ohferved  be- 
fore, (two  months  I fhould  fuppofe  at  Icaft,)  to  know 
whether  more  medicines  are  required. 

Thefe  medicines  had  as  fully  the  defred  effect  with 

j 

the  other  lady. 

Mr.  IVilliavi  Sharp,  furgeon,  whofe  eminence,  and 

mofl  extenfive  practice  frequently  put  this  diforder  in  his 

/ 

way,  very  foon  after  this  little  piece  made  its  firft  ap- 
pearance, 


( o ) 

pearance,  very  candidly  owned,  his  having  purfued  this 
method  with  all  fatisfablion  and  fuccefs  ; he  has  fince 
given  the  fame  remedies  many  more  trials,  and  his  far- 
ther experience  fo  well  warrants  the  confident  manner 
I fpoke  of  fuccefs,  that  this  gentleman  has  told  me, 
(fpeaking  in  the  general,)  he  had  as  much  confidence  in 
thefe  remedies,  in  this  diforder,  as  he  had  in  any  reme- 
dies in  any  other  diforder  whatever ; and  he  has  met 
with  no  inconvenience  from  the  ufe  of  thefe  medicines, 
more  than  a very  flight  fore  mouth,  from  the  patient’s 
taking  cold,  and  that  but  in  one  inftance  or  two. 

I come  now  to  relate  a cafe,  which  proved  a tempo- 
rary counterbalance  at  leaf;,  to  the  fatis faction  I had  in  the 
foregoing  and  others.  A poor  girl,  about  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  had  a very  large  Bronchocele . As  fhe  was  in  the 
neighbourhood,  I fent  her  to  Sir  George  Baker , and  alfo 
to  Dr.  Hunter,  who  had  the  drawing  of  her  cafe,  (here 
prefented)  taken  by  Mr.  Burney,  the  Doctor’s  painter; 
and  it  was  my  intention  to  have  given  another  fuch 
plate,  of  this  patient,  when  the  medicines  had  had  their 
full  effect ; but  the  unfortunate  event  deprives  me  of 
that  opportunity,  and  enables  me  to  give  a farther  ac- 
count of  the  diforder  and  her  cafe,  which  indeed  con- 
veys more  information  and  utility ; this  young  woman 

? thought 
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thought  her  Derby -neck  occafioned  by  the  hooping-cough, 
as  it  followed  in  a little  time  that  diforder ; and  moil 
likely  the  fame  miiiake  has  often  been  made.  It  is  certain 
fome  apparent,  and  obvious  caufe  of  difeafes,  is  often  mif- 
taken  for  the  real,  and  it  materially  behoves  all  concern- 
ed,  to  be  upon  their  guard  againft  fuch  deception. 

She  had  taken  the  firfl  courfe  of  the  powders,  and 
had  proceeded  nineteen  days  in  the  fecond  courfe,  with 
the  pills  at  night,  perfectly  well,  as  to  her  general  health, 
without  fuffering  any  uneafinefs  from  the  medicines.  About 
eight  o’clock  in  the  evening  fhe  was  attacked  with 
cholic  pains  and  ficknefs,  which  her  friends  were  not*ap- 
prehenfive  about,  as  fhe  had  been  much  fubjedl  to  fuch 
diforders ; and  they  neglected  to  fend  to  me  till  about 
eight  o’clock  the  next  evening,  when  I found  her  almod: 
dead  ; fhe  had  no  pulfe  at  the  wrift,  and  her  hands 
and  arms  were  cold  as  high  as  the  elbows ; fhe  com- 
plained of  her  head,  particularly  a dimnefs  of  her  eyes ; fhe 
flill  had  a ficknefs  and  pain  in  the  bowels,  but  neither 
to  any  great  violence ; I was  totally  at  a lofs  how  to 
account  for  this  fudden  illnefs  and  fatal  appearance  in 
this  young  woman : She  had  not  been  coftive,  nor  yet 

purged.  I thought  fhe  could  live  but  a few  hours;  how- 
ever, I gave  her  a warm  cordial  medicine ; the  abdomen 

F foon 
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foon  was  fomented,  and  clyflers  were  thrown  up  ; butfhe  died 
foon  after,  in  about  thirty  hours  from  her  being  firfl 
taken  ill,*  early  the  next  morning  I acquainted  Dr. 
Hunter  with  her  death,  and  the  circumllances,  when  he 
defired  me  to  get:  permifllo’n,  if  I could,  for  him  to  open 
the  body,  which  I readily  procured ; and  early  the  fol- 
lowing morning  the  Dodlor,  with  Mr.  Cruikfhanks,  at- 
tended. On  this  occafion  the  Dodlor  fhewed  all  that  ac- 
tivity and  attention,  that  fo  eminently  diflinguifh.  him, 
when  employed  in  the  bulinefs  of  health  and  public 
utility*  He  differed  the  whole  difeafed  Thyroid  gland  j'j'* 
he  afterwards  examined  the  ftate  of  the  ftomach  and  intef- 
tines,  but  found  no  caufe  of  her  death. 

By  examining  the  difeafed  gland  with  a glafs,  he  per- 
ceived it  to  be  enlarged,  by  a number  of  cyfts  or  bags 
of  a watery  humor,  and  by  puntfluring  the  gland,  wa- 
ter ran  out ; here  we  acquire  indeed  valuable  information, 
of  the  nature  of  this  lingular  diforder ; and  I profefs  al- 
ways to  be  glad  to  oblige  Dr.  Hunter,  yet  I was  not 
happy  in  this  opportunity. 

It 

* About  two  months  before,  I faw  a poor  woman,  who  died  much  in  the 
fame*  way,  and  after  being  ill  about  the  fame  fpace  of  time. 

vf*  The  anatomy  of  which  I have  the  pleafure  of  hearing  Dr.  Hunter 
has  thoughts  of  publishing. 
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It  is  needlefs  to  remark  to  thofe  converfant  in  the  ufe 
of  medicine,  that  the  remedies  this  young  woman  was 
taking,  were  totally  unconnected  with  the  caufe  of  her 
death ; indeed  the  circumftances  of  the  cafe  fufficiently 
fhew  it ; fne  had  almoft  fmifhed  the  medicines  thought 

neceffary  ; file  had  taken  nineteen  dofes  of  the  pills,  out 
of  twenty-one,  without  fuffering  any  the  lead  inconvenience 
from  them ; and  then  to  fuppofe  the  twentieth  dofe  of 
the  fame  medicine,  in  the  fame  proportion,  to  effect  her 
fo  as  to  put  her  life  in  danger,  in  twenty-four  hours, 

would  be  an  abfurdity  one  would  not  expect  any  one 
to  be  reconciled  to  ; but  perhaps  it  may  be  yet  pro- 
per to  take  fo  much  pains,  to  refcue  thefe  remedies,  from 
the  imputation  of  thofe,  who  will  not  be  at  the  trouble 
of  conlidering,  that  medicines  taken  for  one  diforder,  is 
not  a fecurity  from  being  attacked  by  another  ; fuch  readers 
may  be  likely  to  make  an  erroneous  conclufion  from 
the  event,  of  the  patient’s  being  in  health  when  fne 
began  with  the  medicines,  and  dying  during  the  time  of 
taking  them ; this  is  an  obvious  fact  we  cannot  deny ; it 
is  a fact  I do  not  wifh  to  conceal,  or  I would  not  pu- 

blifh  the  cafe ; but  I would  wifn  it  to  be  fairly  under- 

dood. 

t 
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I have  thought  the  diforder  a kind  of  dropfy  of  the 
gland;  but  I was  not  fufficiently  fatisfied  of  it,  to  ad- 
vance in  my  former  pamphlet  fuch  an  opinion,  and  I 
have  long  ago  mentioned  to  Dr.  Hunter,  and  other  me- 
dical gentlemen,  that  I thought  this  diforder,  and  the  dropfy 
of  the  ovarium , fimilar  difeafes,  excepting  only  their  dif- 
ferent fituations ; but  I learn  from  Dr.  Hunter , * that 
the  dropfy  of  the  ovarium , in  common  does  not  take 
place  till  the  decline  of  life.  Sir  Georgs  Baker  is  of  the 
fame  opinion ; but  yet  it  is  not  peculiar  to  old  age  ; 
and  then  our  argument  for  confidering  the  Bronchocele , and 
dropfy  of  the  ovarium , as  kindred  difeafes,  flands  thus  : both 
difeafes  are  peculiar  to  women,  they  frequently  happen  about 
the  fame  time  of  life;  both  difeafes  in  their  increafe  ob- 
ferve  the  fame  flow  progrefs ; both  difeafes  are  of  the 
dropfy  kind,  and  both  alike  encyfted.  Whether  the  fame 
remedies  that  prove  fo  certainly  efficacious  in  the  one  will  af- 
fedf  the  other , I can  fay  nothing  from  experience  ; the  dropfy 
of  the  ovarium , from  its  fltuation,  is  for  a time,  hid 
from  obfervation  ; and,  as  perhaps,  for  a time  alfo, 
it  does  not  affedt  the  health  of  the  patient,  no  fymptom 
of  its  exiftence  appears  until  it  is  far  advanced.  This  cir- 
cumftance  however,  does  not  preclude  the  effedt  of  medi- 


'*  See  the  Cyclopedia,  now  puhlifhing. 
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cines,  Sir  George  Baker , to  whom  alfo  I mentioned  this 
matter,  (thinking  the  fubjedt  highly  meriting,  and  wifhing 
to  have  the  opinion  of  abler  hands,)  does  not  think  the 
difeafe  of  the  thyroid  gland  originally  water. 

When  I was  informed  the  late  Mr.  Sharp  had  men- 
tioned this  difeafe,  in  his  Letters,  I was  in  hopes  I fhould 
there  have  met  with  a full  account  of  it,  as  it  appears 
upon,  and  affedls  the  inhabitants  about  the  Alps , and 
other  parts  of  Italy ; but  I am  fomewhat  difappointed, 
“ the  fwellings  being  fo  enormous,  and  of  fo  loathfome 
an  appearance,  efpecially  in  ugly,  ragged,  half-ftarved 
old  women,  that  it  feems  the  very  fight  of  them  turned 
this  gentleman’s  ftomach,”  fo  that  he  was  too  foon  Tick 
of  the  matter,  to  make  a full  enquiry  ; or  I dare  fay  he 
would  have  informed  us  more  particularly  of  the  fituation 
of  this  tumor,  of  its  progrefs  in  growth,  and  whether 
they  attempt  any  remedy.  However,  he  obferves  it  to  be 
very  common  amongft  the  inhabitants  of  both,  fexes,  and 
though  he  was  apprifed  before  he  went  into  Savoy,  of 
the  inhabitants  being  fubjedl  to  this  diftemper,  yet  he  had 
no  idea  of  its  univerfality  ; for,  fays  he,  as  we  approach 
towards  Mount  Cenis,  we  find  very  few  exempt  from  it. 
He  did  not  learn  upon  enquiry,  that  the  malady  in  this 
country  is  ever  mortal  ,*  not  but  that  the  tumour  fometimes 

G compreO'es 
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compreffes  the  wind-pipe  fo  much  as  to  render  refpiration 
very  difficult,  which  at  the  long  run,  though  infenfibly, 
may  affedl  life.  “ I was  curious  in  my  examination,  fays 
he,  whether  any  children  were  born  with  the  malady  up- 
on them,  I did  not  know  but  that  the  blood  of  the  mo- 
ther, imbued  with  fnow-water,  might  operate  this  effebl 
upon  the  foetus  before  birth  ; however,  I was  informed  to 
my  fatisfadtion,  that  there  is  no  fucli  imftance,  and  even 
that  the  fwelling  does  not  begin  to  form  till  towards  two 
years  of  age,  fome  examples  of  which  I faw.” 

Upon  the  whole,  from  what  I have  been  able  to  learn 

of  this  difeafe,  as  it  appears  in  Italy,  and  fome  other 
parts  abroad,  I am  inclined  to  believe  it  varies  much,  if 

it  is  not  entirely  different  from  our  Englifh  Bjonchocele, 
or  Derby-neck ; and  Mr.  Sharp  has  mentioned  two  cir- 
cumftances  common  to  it  in  Italy,  never  found  in  Eng- 
land, both  fixes  being  fnbjeSl  to  it , and  its  appearing  fo 
early  as  at  the  age  of  two  years ; the  fituation  of  the 
complaint  alfo  appears  to  be  different. 

In  fome  parts  of  Germany,  Dr.  Smollet  tells  us,  “ The 
people  are  much  fubjedl  to  the  complaint  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  Alps%  viz.  a large  fwelling  under  the  chin,* 
to  which  the  poorer  fort  are  mo  ft  liable,  fuppofed  to 

be 

* If  the  fwelling  here  was  on  the  fore  part  of  the  neck,  the  Dodtor  never  would 
Lave  expreffed  it  as  being  under  the  chin;  and  I was  told  by  a gentleman,  who 
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be  owing  to  drinking  the  fnow-water  which  comes  off 
the  mountains,  and  mixes  with  their  brooks  and  ri- 
vers. Thofe  fwellings  are  fometimes  fo  extraordinary  that 
they  deprive  the  patients  both  of  fenfe  and  voice, 
and  the  poor  women,  when  they  fuckle  their  infants,  are 
forced  fometimes  to  lift  them  up,  becaufe  they  hang  fo 
low  as  to  cover  the  nipple.”-— Will  any  one  believe  this 
to  be  an  enlarged  thyroid  gland,  certainly  not ; but  it 
fhews  what  unfettled,  ill-founded  notions  have  been 
entertained  of  the  Bronchocele, 

I have  feen  a poor  Alpine  woman  in  the  ftreets  of  Lon- 
don, with  this  fingular  gift  of  nature  about  her,  for  I think 
it  cannot  be  called  a difeafe ; it  appeared  a kind  of  flap 
or  doubling  of  ikin,  that  hung,  as  is  faid  of  it,  fo  as  to 
cover  the  breafts,  and  might  be  raifed  I think  up  and  back- 
ward, fo  as  to  cover  a good  part  of  the  head.  The  poor 
people  are  certainly  born  with  it,  and  it  no  more  refem- 
bles  the  Derby-neck  than  does  the  flap  of  the  Hottentot .. 

This  is  the  perfonal  appendage  that  is  faid  to  be  ad- 
vantageous and  becoming;  and,  if  they  are  a warlike  peo- 
ple, perhaps  with  fome  reafon,— as  they  may  turn  it  to  the 
purpofe  of  a convenient  and  capacious  hiapfack. 

In 

fome  years  ago  palled  the  Alps  and  Appenines , that  the  diforder  of  the  wretched 
inhabitants  of  thofe  countries,  who  feern  as  it  were  related  to  the  mountains  they 
live  upon,  is  no  way  fimilar  to  our  Derby-neck. 
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i(  In  moft  of  their  towns  are  hofpitals  for  thofe  that  are 
afn  idled  by  this  diftemper  in  a more  than  ordinary  degree.” 
Dr.  Smollet  alfo  informs  us,  “ that  upon  fome  of  the  moun- 
tains of  Italy,  not  only  the  inhabitants,  but  even  their 
horfes,  dogs,  and  other  animals,  are  fubjedt  to  thefe  tu- 
mors about  their  throats.” 

Mr.  Gooch , late  an  eminent  furgeon  of  Norwich,  in  his 
Medical  and  chirurgical  Obfervations,  tells  us,  “ he  had  his 
opinion  afked  in  a great  number  of  tumors  of  this  kind, 
and  fays,  he  cannot  recoiled!  an  inftance  of  their  endanger- 
ing life,  even  when  enlarged  to  a very  great  fize but 
in  cafe  of  an  inflammatory  fore  throat,  the  patient  ha- 
ving alfo  a Bronchocele,  may  infinitely  increafe  his  dan- 
ger ; and  in  proof  of  this,  Mr.  Sharp  tells  us,  he  never 
knew  the  operation  of  Bronchotomy  neceffary,  but  in 
cafes  where  the  patient  had  alfo  the  Bronchocele .. 

u It  is  faid,  that  in  fome  parts  of  this  kingdom,  there 
are  perfons  who  undertake  to  cure  this  difeafe ; and  fome 
years  ago,  continues  Mr.  Gooch , I had  a letter  upon  this 
fubjebl  from  a furgeon  of  character,  at  Coventry,  writ- 
ten in  a very  modefl  and  fenfible  manner,  wherein  he 
acquainted  me,  he  had  fometimes  fucceeded  ; but,  for  my 
own  part,  continues  he,  I muff  ingenuoufly  confefs,  the 
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various  methods  I have  tried  to  difperfe  thefe  fvvellings, 
even  in  a recent  ilate  and  moderate  fize,  have  been  defeated, 
and  I never  durft  venture  to  attempt  the  cure  by  ex - 
cifion , ( cutting  it  out ) on  account  of  the  vicincity  of  the 
large  blood-velfels ; this  gentleman,  in  his  letter,  I 
fhould  fuppofe,  did  not  communicate  his  method  to 
Mr.  Gooch , or  furely  he  would  have  tried  it,  and  have 
reported  the  events.  Mr.  Gooch  farther  obferves,  “ he 
has  talked  with  many  eminent  hofpital  furgeons  upon 
this  fubje-fl,  and  they  have  exprelfed  themfelves  in  the 
fame  manner,  who  have  the  beft  opportunities  of  im- 
proving the  art,  and  making  ufeful  difcoveries.”  — - Here, 
by  the  way,  I will  make  one  obvious  remark. 

That  this  diforder  has  been  moftly  in  the  hands  of 
furgeons,  and  they  have  confidered  it  a cafe  in  fur- 
gery,  without  even  condefcending  to  turn  one  eye  to 
phyfic  for  affiftance,  where  only  it  is  to  be  had. 

» r ► r 

Mr.  Gooch  fays,  “ he  was  once  reluctantly  prevailed 
upon,  to  be  prefent  at  an  attempt  to  extirpate  - this 
diforder,  where  the  tumour  was  of  a very  large  fize, 
and  the  patient’s  blood  in  a thin  depauperated  ftate. 
The  operation  had  been  refolved  upon  previous 
to  his  attending  in  a numerous  confutation,  and  he 

H was 
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was  totally  agairift  it,  but  could  do  nothing  more  than 
exprefs  his  fears  and  apprehenflons.” 

The  furgeon  was  a good  and  intrepid  operator  ;* 
but  before  he  had  half  finifhed  the  operation,  there  was 
fuch  an  effufion  of  blood,  as  obliged  him  to  defift,  and 
turn  his  whole  attention  to  reftraining  the  haemorrhage ; 
or,  in  the  opinion  of  all  prefent,  the  patient  would 
have  funk  and  died  under  his  hands.  She  died  in  lefs 
than  a week,  and  he  was  informed  the  blood  was  ne- 
ver totally  flopped.  The  unhappy  event,  Mr.  Gooch 
remarks,  naturally  brought  the  reputation  of  all  the 
furgeons  concerned  in  queftion. 

Mr.  Gooch’s  opinion  was  afked  in  a fimilar  cafe, 
jointly  with  that  of  another  excellent  furgeon,  and  the 
operation  was  performed  againft  their  judgment,  by  one 
of  the  ablefl  furgeons  and  moil  dexterous  operators  in 
London,  which  was  very  near  ending  in  a fatal  haemor- 
rhage. The  young  lady’s  life  was  preferved,  only  by  ha- 
ving a fucceffion  of  perfons  to  keep  a conflant  p ref- 
iure  upon  the  bleeding  veffels  day  and  night,  for  near 
a week,  with  their  fingers  upon  proper  compreffes,  after 

the 

* There  certainly  needs  no  greater  proof  of  his  being  an  intrepid  ope- 
rator, than  his  attempting  fuch  an  operation. 
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the  operator  had  been  repeatedly  difappointed  in  the 
life  of  the  needle  and  ligature,  &c. 

This  gentleman  adds  a third  fimilar  cafe,  wherein 
he  was  confulted,  and  where  he  was  happy,  with  the 
experience  he  before  had,  to  diftuade  the  furgeon  con- 
cerned, (who  difcovered  an  earned:  defire  to  perform 
the  operation)  from  making  fo  daring  an  attempt. 

How  any  furgeon  could  think  of  extirpating  this  dif- 
eafe,  aftonifhes  me;  it  would,  I fhould  fuppofe,  more 
aftonifh  better  anatomifts  ;*  but  how  any  one  could 
fummon  a refolution  to  undergo  fuch  an  operation, 
more  aftonifhes  me.  Mr.  Gooch  follows  the  track  and 
errors  of  others,  in  telling  us,  this  difeafe  is  very  fre- 
quent in  Swifterland,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Alps , and  quotes  the  verfe  of  Juvenal , Quis  tumidum 
guttur  miratur  in  Alpibus , which  is  but  a poor  phyftcal 
authority.  The  heavy  drudgery  of  medical  refearches, 
does  not  well  fuit  the  rapid  fire  of  the  poet’s  imagi- 
nation, and  when  Mr.  Juvenal  was  mounted  upon  the 
top  of  the  Alps , he  was  very  likely  to  have  afcended 
to  the  clouds,  or  to  the  moon,  and  then  he  might  have 

wrote 

2* ; \ ,'_  i„  >f|i  v i eft  •>:  ’ 1 1 '?t£vnoofd  v n.a  m,. 

* Dr.  Hunter,  in  his  lecture  on  the  fubject,  very  exprefsly  forbids  fuch 

an  attempt. 
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wrote  quis  tumidum,  & c.  — - in  nubibus , as  good  verfe  as 
---  in  Alfibus,  and  might  have  been  quoted  with  equal 
phyflcal  propriety. 

About  two  years  ago  the  public  was  favoured  by  Mr. 
IVihner , of  Coventry,  with  the  Coventry  remedies  for  this 
diforder,  which  indeed  chiefly  prove  to  be  the  fame  old 
German  remedy,  that  I obferved  before,  'Turner , and  others 
long  ago,  fuppofed  it  to  be,  namely  calcined  fponge, 
cork,  and  pumice  flone,  each  equal  parts,  (ten  grains)  made 
into  a bolus,  to  be  laid  under  the  tongue  every  night,  but 
what  Turner  fays  nothing  about.  The  Coventry  method 
begins  with  a vomit  the  day  after  the  moon  hath  been 
in  the  full,  and  the  fucceeding  morning  a purge,  then  the 
bolus  under  the  tongue  every  night  for  feven  nights,  alfo 
for  thefe  feven  days  a bitter  ftomachic  powder  is  to  be 
taken  every  day  at  noon. 

Mr.  Wilmer  has  been  allured  by  a very  eminent  fur- 
geon,  that  thefe  remedies  will  fucceed  with  more  cer- 
tainty, if  the  patient  takes  a vomit  and  a purge  during 
the  encreafe  of  the  moon*  The  fame  gentleman  adds,  that  * 
fome  part  of  thefe  directions  feem  to  bear  the  character 
of  empiricifm  ; but  where  no  harm  can  poffibly  arife  from, 
nor  any  inconvenience  follow  their  ufe,  he  wifhes,  that 
2 thofe 
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thofe  who  think  proper  to  give  tbefe  remedies  will  do  it 
in  the  manner  recommended  and  I am  fure  1 would 
not  advife  the  fetting  afide  any  part  of  the  Coventry 
directions,  as  I fhould  imagine,  the  man  in  the  mooti  has 
been  confuted,  and  that  the  directions  on  the  encreafe 
and  decreafe  can  have  come  from  no  lefs  authority. 

Mr.  W timer  gives  the  hiftory  of  the  Coventry  reme- 
dies, and  dates  their  origin  from  Dr.  Bate , of  that  town, 
many  years  hnce,  who  gave  the  recipe  to  an  apothecary, 
his  relation,  who  ufed  it  he  fays  with  much  fuccefs,  and 
after  his  death  his  widow  made  fuch  advantage  of  the  me- 
dicines, as  to  have  gained  more  than  three  thoufand  pounds 
by  t!'e  fale  of  them;  they  have  always  been  very  care- 
fully, (by  the  proprietors)  kept  fecret.  I have  been  inform- 
ed by  a young  gentleman,  who  was  an  adiftant  to  a fur- 
geon  in  Coventry,  who  prepared  thefe  medicines  for  this 
diforder,  that  when  he  was  employed  in  this  bufinefs,  he 
ufed  not  only  to  fend  his  affiftant  out  of  the  houfe,  but 
out  of  the  town,  to  fecure  him  from  any  infight  of  the 
matter. 

But  it  has  happened  of  late  years,  that  the  fojourners 
to  Coventry , on  this  bufinefs,  have  fo  very  much  fallen  off, 
that  the  matter  is  no  longer  worth  keeping  a fecret,  and 

I fo. 
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fo,  now,  Mr.  Wilmer  generoufly  makes  the  public  ac- 
quainted with  it. 

Mr.  Wilmer  makes  fome  remarks  on  the  opinions  of 
fome  of  the  ancient  and  later  writers,  who  have  men- 
tioned this  diforder,  and  he  happens  to  have  fingled  out 
the  fame  authors  I before  quoted,  as  Celfus , Albucajis , 
P aulus  JEgineta , WifetJian , Freind , and  Heijler , and  ra- 
ther unfortunately  for  Mr.  TV  timer , I think  his  remarks 
are  nearly  fimilar  to  thofe,  that  are  to  be  found  in  a 
treatife  on  the  fubjedl,  that  Mr.  Wilmer  fays,  has  main- 
tained no  degree  of  reputation. 

Mr.  Wilmer  relates  the  unfortunate  cafes  (here  alfo  taken 
notice  of;  from  Mr.  Gooch , and  he  has  given  fome  ex- 
tracts from  Monfieur  Girard,  phyfician  in  ordinary  to 
the  King  of  France,  and  from  Monfieur  Dafeyron,  a 
phyfician  in  Auvergne. 

Monfieur  Girard  obferves,  the  Brcnchoceie,  or  le  Goitre , 
to  be  very  common  in  many  parts  of  France,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  mountainous  countries  to  be  more  fubjedl  to  it 
than  others  ; but  this  is  not  a rule  without  exceptions. 

Amongfl  others  of  Monfieur  Girard’s  remarks  is  this, 
that  *c  the  greateft  number  of  women  who  had  this  dii- 
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cafe  were  married  ; and  hence  he  is  induced  to  think,  that 
the  caufe  of  it,  may  be  explained  from  circumftances  of 
child-bearing.” 

Thefe  remarks  of  Monfieur  Girard , however,  do  not 
hold  good  in  England,  for  here,  almoft  without  exception, 
the  diforder  takes  place  early  in  life. 

Monfieur  Girard  acquaints  us,  “ that  he  has  fometimes 
feen  an  incipient  Bronchocele  difperfed  by  gentle  and  long 
continued  fridlion  upon  the  part,  and  advifes  its  ufe  when- 
ever an  internal  procefs  is  entered  upon  for  a cure,  which 
he  thinks  muft  be  taken  from  the  clafs  of  medicines  that 
operate  upon  the  urinary  pafiages.  He  defends  this  opinion, 
by  analogical  reafoning,  and  partly  by  two  or  three  un- 
common cafes  that  he  has  met  with ; one  of  them  is  the 

1 ' , „ A . i , d - . i ’ ■ 

cafe  of  a poor  woman,  who  had  a Bronchocele  for  fome 
time,  of  which  five  was  cured  by  a diabetes.” 

Mc?ijriznr  Girard , fpeaking  of  the  univerfality  of  the 
difeafe  in  fome  places,  fays,  “ there  are  whole  villages  in 
which  no  perfon  is  exempt  from  it.  * It  is  a queflion 

iu 

* C4  I!  y a des  villages  entiers  ou  perfonne  n’en  eft  exempt.  On  a die  que 
c’ctcit  une  queflion  dans  le  pays,  de  i'avoir  fi  c’dt  un  defaut  d’en  avoir  oil 
de  n’en  avoir  point:,  & dans  le  Tirol  en  effet,  on  prerend  que  cela  pafle  pour  or- 
nement.  Dans  les  lieux  ou  tout  le  monde  en  a,  les  hommes  k les  femmes  dif- 
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iii  the  country  whether  it  is  or  is  not  an  imperfection 
to  be  without  this  difeafe,.  and  in  Tirol  they  alledge 
that  it  pafles  for  an  ornament.  In  places  . where  it  is 
common  to  every  body,  the  men  and  women  difpute 
about  beauty,  according  to  the  regularity  and  advanta- 
geous difpofition  of  the  fwellings  which  they  carry.  The 
Tirolefe  indeed  treat  with  the  opprobious  appellation  of 
crane-neck , thofe  of  their  neighbours  and  even  ftrangers 
who  have  not  this  kind  of  fwelling.  An  Englishman  tra- 
velling in  this  country  attracted  the  notice  of  every  body 
by  his  figure,  but  he  feemed  to  want  one  great  requifitc 
to  beauty,  what  a handfome  man ! (fay  they)  if  he  had 
but  a fulnefs  of  the  neck.” 

Monfieur  Girard \ fpeaking  of  the  fituation  of  the  dif- 
eafe, and  the  dangers  of  attempting  to  extirpate  it,  fays,  * 

“ the 

putent  entr’  eux  de  beaute,  fuivant  la  difpofition  plus  ou  moins  reguliere  Sc 
avantageufe  du  Goitre  qu’ils  portent.  Les  Tiroliens  traitent  de  Cols  de  Grue 
ceux  de  leurs  voifins,  de  meme  que  les  etrangers  qui  n’ont  point  de  G.  itre.  Un 
Anglois , voyageant  dans  ces  contrees  attira  tous  les  regards  par  fa  figure  ; mais 
on  trouvoit  qu’il  lui  manquoit  un  grand  agrement : le  belle  homme , difoit  on,  s’il 
avoit  un  goitre.”  Girard,  Traite  des  Loupes,  p.  409. 

* “ Les  parties  ques  cecte  humeur  affedte,  font  entrelacees  d’une  quantite  im- 
menfe  de  vaifieaux  fanguins.  L’ouverture,  principalement  de  l’artere  laryngee 
fuperieure,  premiere  branche  de  la  carotide  externe  (artere  fort  grofie,  a propor- 
tion du  petit  volume  de  la  glande  thyro'ide,  a la  quelle  elle  va  fe  rendre,)  jetteroit 
dans  un  peril  eminent  de  mort,  vu  qu’il  eft  ici  tres — difficile  de  lier  les  vaiffeaux, 
ou  defaire  de  fortes  compreffions  pour  appuyer  l’adion  de  l’agaric  ou  d’un  cauf- 
tique.”  Girard  du  Goitre,  p.  433. 
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the  parts  which  this  humour  affedfs,  are  compofecl  of  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  blood-veffels,  the  overture  of  the  fu- 

TJ  ,rr..4.  r 4.  r r 

perior  artery  of  the  larynx,  the  firfl  branch  of  the  ex- 
ternal carotid,  (an  artery  very  large  in  proportion  to  the 
fmall  volume  of  the  thyroid-gland , into  which  it  diflri- 
butes  itfelf)  would  occafion  coniiderable  danger  of  death, 
on  account  that  in  this  place  it  is  very  hard  to  tie  up 
the  veflels,  or  to  make  ftrong  comprelfes,  to  fupport  the 
affion  of  the  agario  or  the  cauftic. 

“ Monfieur  Dapeyron,  we  are  told,  has  had  great  fuc- 
cefs  in  the  treatment  of  the  Bronchocele,  from  the  dif- 
folvent  and  diuretic  effects  of  the  powder  of  calcined 
egg-fhells.  Three  cafes  upon  this  fubjedt,  were  read  with 
applaufe  in  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Montpelier, 
the  1 2th  of  January,  1769;  and  they  have  been  fince 
inferted  in  the  Journal  de  Medicine,”  * 

I find  at  length,  that  Mr.  TVilmer  does  me  the  ho- 
nour of  remarking,  “ that  Mr.  Proffer  relates,  the  Broncho- 
cele may  be  cured,  by  the  exhibition  of  a medicine  twice  a day, 
compofed  of  millepedes,  calcin.  fpong,  & cinnabar  anti- 
mon.”  The  patient  is  to  be  purged  at  intervals,  with  mer- 

K » curia  1 

* journal  de  Medicine  du  Mois  de  Mai's,  1770. 
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curial  cathartic  pills,"5  but  Mr.  Proffer  muft  obferve,  in 
his  own  defence,  that  he  has  not  faid  a word  about 
purging  with  mercurial  pills ; but  cn  the  contrary,  if 
the  pills  he  advifcs  fhould  purge,  he  recommended  the 
dole  to  be  diminifhed  till  they  lofe  that  effedt. 

Mr.  Wilmer  obferves,  he  might  enumerate  fome  other 
methods,  that  have,  at  various  times,  been  put  in  prac- 
tice for  the  cure  of  this  troublefome  difeafe,  “ but  as 
none  of  them  have  preferved  cmy  degree  of  reputation,  it 
would  be  taking  up  his  reader’s  time  to  no  purpofe..” 

Mr.  Wilmer  furely  has  learned  this  from  the  proprietors 
of  the  Coventry  medicines , and  how  will  he  be  excufed 
in  making  fo  unwarrantable  an  alfertiona  from  fo  un- 
warrantable authority.  I wrould  not  wifh  to  be  bet- 
ter prepared  to  meet  this  alfertion  of  Mr.  Wilmer , as 
the  very  gentleman  he  infcribes  his  book  to,  (Mr.  W. 
Sharp,)  whofe  candour  and  abilities  he  fo  juftly  ce- 
lebrates, as  I before  obferved,  has  ufed  this  method, 
( that  has  preferved  no  degree  of  reputation  J with  all  fuc- 
cefs  and  reputation,  in  many  inftances  ; if  he  approves  of 
the  Coventry  method,  he  never,  to  me,  mentioned  his  ha- 
ving tried  it.  How  now  hands  Mr,  Wilmer’s  aflertion, 
“ that  no  other  method  has  maintained  any  degree  of  re- 
putation,” but  he  as  made  it,  and  I call  upon  him  in 
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defence  of  his  candour  to  make  it  good,  if  he  fails ; I 
will  in  my  turn  make  an  aflertion,  namely,  that  he  has 
not  fufEciently  availed  himfelf  of  the  great  opportunity 
he  had,  w hi  1ft  with  Mr.  Sharp,  of  acquiring  candour  as 
well  as  abilities  in  his  profeffion  ; but  perhaps  the  former 
is,  much  more  difficult,  if,  to  be  acquired,  than  the 
latter. 

Cl  IJ  Jl  . . . v • • * 4 * 1 ' 

Mr.  IVilmer  obferves,  that  the  ancients  had  no  cer- 
tain ideas  of  'the  nature  of  the  Bronchocele,  and  the  mo- 
derns, that  can  learn  any  ufeful  ideas  of  the  diforder, 
from  Mr  Wilmer’s  faying,  “ it  is  a preternatural  enlarge- 
ment of  the  thyroid-gland,”  inuft  poffefs  much  greater  pe- 
netration than  I can  boaft  of. 


I have  obferved,  that  fome  of  Mr.  IVilmer  s remarks 
are  nearly  fimilar  to  my  own,  and  though  I believe  my 
aft'ertion  would  want  no  proof,  from  thofe  who  know 
me,  yet  upon  farther  confideration,  I think  it  right  to 
point  out  fome  of  the  paflages  I allude  to. 

Mr.  IVilmer , * fays,  “there  cannot,  certainly,  be  a more 
defirable  thing  in  the  purfuit  of  medical  or  chirurgical 
knowledge,  than  to  afcertain  with  all  poffible  exacftnefs  the 
real  nature  of  difeafes,  and  to  diftinguifh  them  from  each 
other  with  certainty.” 

‘Treatife 

f Appendix  to  Cafes. and  Remarks  in  Surgery, 
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‘Treatise  on  the  Bronchocele , that  has  preferred  no  degree 
of  reputation , P.  41.  “ The  great  difficulty  and  excellency 
in  phyhc,  is  the  diilinguiftiing  one  difeafe  from  another,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  that  appear  fimilar,  though  vaflly  different  in 

their  true  nature  and  difpofition.” 

m j « od  Oj  < i . e eiiijb  SiOtfi  a ,<sx 

Mr.  JVilmer . “ Various  conjectures,  the  refult  of  whim 

and  caprice,  have  been  formed  concerning  the  caufe  of  this 
difeafe;  thus  the  air  and  waters  of  a country,  the  drinking 
of  very  cold  water,  or  that  in  which  fnow  water  hath  been 
diffolved,  fifaining,  or  lifting  great  weights,  have  been  with 
confidence,  pronounced  the  caufe  of  the  Bronchocele.  Lifting 
weights  muff  be  the  common  lot  of  the  inferior  clafs  of  man- 
kind in  every  country.” 

I*reatife  on  the  Bronchocele , of  no  reputation . “ 1 think  it 

odd,  his  (Heifter)  making  fome  accidental  violence,  as  ftrain- 
ing  in  labour,  lifting  of  weights,  a principal  caufe  of  this 
diforder,  and  faying  fome  nations  are  quite  free  from  it ; 
when  one  muff  fuppofe  the  people  of  all  countries  are  nearly 
alike  liable  to  fuch  injuries,  from  ff rains  in  labour,  lifting  of 
weights,  carrying  of  burdens,”  &c. 

Mr.  Wihner . “ The  Bronchocele  is  common  in  many 

parts  of  England,  particularly  in  Derbyshire  5 hence  it  is  fome- 
times  called  the  Derby-Neck.  It  is  alfo  very  prevalent  in 
fome  diftridls  of  Germany,  the  mountainous  parts  of  Swif- 
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ferland,  at  Turin,  and  the  country  adjacent  the  Po  and  the 

DoriaP 

Reput  at  ionlefs  treatife , &c.  “ The  Bronchocele  is  very 
i common  in  many  counties  in  England,  Derbyfhire  efpecially, 

. 'where  from  its  frequency  it  has  the  name  of  Derby-Neck. 
In  many  parts  of  Italy,  about  the  Alps  efpecially,  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Purm  alfo,  fuch  tumours  of  the  Neck 
are  faid  to  be  frequent,  and  in  many  other  places  of  that 
country,  particularly  near  the  Rivers  Po  and  DoriaP 

I hav,e  only  further  to  obferve,  that  I feel  for  the  reputa- 
tation  of  Mr.  Wihner  s publication,  a great  part  of  the  Ap- 
pendix however  bearing  fo  near  a refemblance  to  a treatife 
on  the  fubjedl,  that  preferves  no  degree  of  reputation. 

I would  not  be  underftood  to  infinuate,  that  Mr.  Wiltner 
condefcended  to  take  the  hint  of  thefe  remarks  from  a re- 
put aiioulefs  treatife,  nor  would  I wifh  to  be  thought  con- 
tending for  the  merit  of  thefe  fo  obvious  remarks,  that  cer- 
tainly not  being  worth  contending  for,  but  Mr.  Wihner  not 
taking  the  leaf!  notice  of  a priority  in  this  matter,  I juft  do 
that , which  I fuppofe  moll  folks  will  think  Mr.  Wihner 
ought  to  have  done  himfelf. 


THE  END. 
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